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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 
March 18, 2020 5:30 p.m. 

Conference Call 
 
Commissioners Present: Mr. Leland Freie, Chair  

Ms. Salma Igram 
Mr. Keith Rippy 
Ms. Linda Topinka  
Dr. Ruth White 
 

Commissioners Absent: Mr. Anthony Arrington, Vice Chair 
Mr. Esaie Toingar  

 
Staff Present: Ms. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant II / Intake Specialist 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Freie, Chair, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves. 

 
III. Closed Session – Discussion of Executive Director Recruitment 

The Commission may go into closed session to evaluate the professional competency of an 
individual whose hiring is being considered when necessary to prevent needless and irreparable 
injury to that individual’s reputation as provided in Iowa Code Section 21.5(1)(i).  
Chair Freie called for a motion to go into Closed Session. Commissioner Igram moved to go into 
closed session. Commissioner Rippy seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken and the 
motion carried on a unanimous vote. The Commission went into Closed Session at 5:33 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Rippy moved to return to open session. Commissioner Igram seconded the motion 
and a roll call vote was taken. The motion carried on a unanimous vote and the Commission 
returned to Open Session at 5:39 p.m. 
 

IV. Adjournment 
Commissioner Freie asked Alicia Abernathey to share an update on the City’s response to 
COVID-19. Alicia Abernathey, Administrative Assistant, stated all City buildings are closed to the 
public and the City is encouraging all meetings be held via telephone, email, or teleconference. Ms. 
Abernathey stated because she travelled out of the state this past weekend, the City has requested 
she self quarantine, and therefore, she is working from home. Ms. Abernathey stated she still has 
access to email and her phone so if anyone should need anything from her, she can still respond.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Alicia Abernathey 


